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PLUMMER HALL, 



Plummek Hall is so called in honor of Ernestus Au- 
gustus Pluramer, whose sister Miss Caroline Plummer, 
cherishing his memory, and directing that her gift should 
be recorded in his name, bequeathed to the proprietors of 
the Salem Athenaeum the sum of thirt}' thousand dollars 
($30,000) for "the purchasing a piece of land in some 
"central and convenient spot in the city of Salem, and 
"for building thereon a safe and elegant building of brick 
"or stone to be employed for the purpose of depositing 
" the books belonging to said corporation, with liberty also 
"to have the rooms thereof used for any scientific or lit- 
"erary institutions, or for the deposit of any works of 
"art or natural productions. ,, 

The Plummer Family. 

Miss Caroline Plummer was the daughter of Dr. Joshua 
and Olive (Lyman) Plummer, and was born in Gloucester, 
Mass., Jan'y 13, 1780, and died at Salem May 15, 1854. 

Her ancestors came to this country during the great 
migration from England to New England (1620-1640) 
of those persons who were desirous for intellectual free- 
dom and ecclesiastical independence, rather than for world- 
ly honors and emoluments. Many of them were highly 

(1) 
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educated persons, graduates of the best schools and uni- 
versities. Some were rich and had influential friends and 
connections in England. A charter was' obtained from 
King Charles I, settlements were made at Salem, and a 
few years later at Boston, Chariestown, Cambridge (then 
Newtown) and other places. 

Francis Plumer,* a linen weaver by occupation, was 
one of the first settlers in Newbury in 1635; some say 
that he was from Woolwich, others from Wales. He died 
Jan'y 17, 1673. He and his son Joseph 2 , and grandson 
Joseph 3 , resided in Newbury, were owners of land and 
probably were interested in agricultural pursuits. 

David 4 , in the fourth generation of lineal descent, born 
March 16, 1696, removed to Gloucester and was a physi- 
cian in good practice. His son Samuel 5 was educated in 
his father's profession and succeeded to his practice ; he 
was born in 1725; died June 30, 1778. His grandson 
Joshua 6 was also a physician, born in Gloucester, Jan'y 
25, 1756, a graduate of Harvard College, 1773, and com- 
menced practice in his native town ; about the year 1785, 
he removed to Salem where he resided until his decease 
which occurred Aug. 21, 1791. He married Olive Lyman, 
and they were the parents of the subjects of this notice. 

Richard Lyman came from High Ongar, Essex Co., 
England, to Boston with his wife and children in the ship 
Lyon, William Peirce commander, in 1631. After residing 
about four years in Chariestown, he went through the wil- 

*In some of the lines of descent spelled Plumer; in others, Plummer. 
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derness to Hartford and was one of the first settlers in that 
place. He died Aug., 1640, and his widow soon after. 

His son John 2 settled in Northampton, 1654, where he 
resided until his death, Aug. 20, 1690. He was in com- 
mand of the Northampton troops in the famous fight at 
Bloody Brook above Deerfield, May 18, 1676. 

Moses 3 and Moses 4 , son and grandson of the preceding, 
resided in Northampton ; the latter was known as Capt. 
Moses. Rev. Isaac 5 , the fifth in descent, born in North- 
ampton, Feb. 25, 1 725, graduated from Yale college, 1 747, 
was ordained at York, 1749, married Ruth Plummcr, of 
Gloucester, and they were the parents of Theodore Lyman, 
the late eminent merchant of Boston, and of Olive, the 
wife of Dr. Joshua Plummer above mentioned. 

Belonging to a family of marked mental capacity, Miss 
Plummer was early noted for her love of literature, her 
intellectual gifts and graces, and her powers of conversa- 
tion. Her education was of a high order. Her associates 
were among the most refined and cultivated people of the 
day. Dr. Nathaniel Bowditch, the well known mathema- 
tician, was ever her truest and most constant friend, and 
always esteemed most highly her u integrity, honor and 
acquirements.'' The loss of her father, mother and sisters 
in early life was rendered more singularly afflictive by the 
death of one after another of her brothers. One perished 
by the hands of Indians while peacefully trading with 
them upon our northwest coast, at the age of seventeen 
3 r ears ; another was lost at sea in December, 1812, while 
returning from Russia, the ship in which he sailed never 
having been heard from after leaving port, and a third died 
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b} r fever at Havana, in November, 1813. About this time 
her only remaining brother, Ernestus Augustus, came 
home from long residence abroad to mingle his tears with 
hers. Then she looked to him for her whole happiness 
and he devoted to her his attention and his love. In 
September, 1823, he was taken away, leaving her to 
cherish her grief in retirement, with none but sympathiz- 
ing friends to share her sorrows. The surviving sister, 
after years of lingering illness, died May 13, 1854, leaving 
bequests to the cit} T of Salem for the founding of a Farm 
School of Reform for Boys, in the city of Salem ; to 
Harvard College for the foundation of a professorship of 
Christian Morals ; and to the Salem Athenteum for the 
building of Plummer Hall. 

Thus by the noble bequests of this lady has an impetus 
been given to the cause of literature, science, philanthropy 
and noble-living, which will ever make her name respected, 
honored and beloved, not alone in the cit} r of Salem or 
within the walls of Harvard, but wherever learning and 
liberality shall find a home. 

The Location. 

It was a fortunate circumstance that this propert} T should 
become available for the purposes of the proprietors of 
the Athenaeum, at the time this building was in contempla- 
tion ; an estate, not only pleasantly situated upon one of 
the leading thoroughfares of the city and near its centre, 
with agreeable and attractive surroundings, but about 
which clustered man}* associations of exceeding interest 
to the student in history, the scholar, the scientist, and 
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the general public. The first owner of this estate was 
Emanuel Downing of the Inner Temple, London, who 
came to Salem in 1636, where he lived in great esteem 
often representing the town in the General Court. His 
dwelling was on or near this site in the middle of an estate 
of some four acres. His wife, Lucia, was a sister of Gov. 
Winthrop. His son, George, was then a lad of some fif- 
teen summers, preparing under the tuition of Rev. John 
Fiske to enter the college where he graduated in the 
first class — that of 1642. 

This son went to England, entered CromwelPs service 
and became highly distinguished. Ann, the youngest 
child, came into possession of the estate, by deed from the 
mother, confirmed by the father. She first married Capt. 
Joseph Gardner who was killed Dec. 19, 1675, in the 
Narragansett Swamp fight in King Philip's war ; sec- 
ondly, Simon Bradstreet, and on this spot the Nestor 
Governor lived and died. The estate was. subdivided, 
soon after coming into her possession, and several lots 
were sold to various parties. This portion was owned fry 
Lieutenant Thomas Gardner, a relative of Capt. Joseph, 
thence passing to Capt. William Bowditch who married his 
daughter Mary, thence by inheritance to his son Joseph 
Bowditch, who for a great number of years was Clerk of 
the Courts and Justice of the Peace ; and it may be safely 
affirmed that there was not, in the town of Salem, a gen- 
tleman of more respectability than "Squire Bowditch" as 
he was universally called. He was a man of wonderful 
humor and there are many pleasant stories related of him. 
He died in 1780, at the age of 80. At his death he be- 
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queatbed the estate to his daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Jeffry, 
from whom it descended to her daughter, the wife of Hon. 
Nathan Read,* a Representative in Congress from this 
District, 1800-1803. In 1799 the estate was sold to Capt. 
Joseph Peabody «f and became his homestead residence 
and remained in possession of his family until it was con- 
veyed to the proprietors of the Salem Athenaeum. 

The house formerly on this site was in the antique style. 
Its front was on the line of the edgestones of the present 
sidewalk. In 1793 Mr. Read erected the house which was 
familiar to the elder portion of our citizens, in the rear of 
the old mansion which was then removed. It was designed 
and built under the direction of Samuel Mackintire, J whose 
fine architectural skill is shown in many of our buildings, 
both public and private, erected about the close of the last 
and the beginning of the present century, notably in the 
South- Church spire, and the dignified old gatcwa} T s of the 
Common. Soon after its completion the eastern part was 

* Nathan Read, son of Reuben and Tamasin Read, was born at Warren, 
Mass., Jul}- 2, 1759; graduated at Harvard College in 1781; tutor in Harvard 
College 1783-7; studied medicine with Dr. E. A. Holyoke. Then kept an 
apothecary shop and was known as Dr. Read. Was the inventor of a 
patent process for the manufacture of nails, which originated the building 
of the Danvers Iron Works; also the actual inventor of the first steamboat 
with paddle wheels in American waters which, in 1789, with Gov. Hancock, 
Hon. Nathan Dane, Rev. Dr. Prince and Dr. E. A. Holyoke on board, made 
a trip of the river from the Iron Works to Beverly Bridge. In 1807 he re- 
moved to Maine, and was Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas for 
many years. He died at Belfast Jan. 20, 1849, in his 90th year. Sec Hist. 
Coll. Essex Inst., Vol. 1, 184. 

t Joseph Peabody, son of Francis and Margaret (Kuight) Peabody, born in 
Middleton, Dec. 12, 1757, died in Salem Jan. 5, 18 W, an eminent merchant of 
Salem and extensively known throughout the commercial world. 

} Samuel Mackintire, son of Joseph and Sarah (Ruck) Mackintire, bapt. Jan. 
16, 1757; died Feb. 1811. The skillui and noted carverand architect of Salem. 
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occupied by the Hon. William Prescott * for a few } r ears, 
embracing the period of the birth and infancy of his son 
William Hickling Prescott, the historian. 

A few rods in a southwesterly direction, on the corner of 
Essex and Liberty streets, was the residence of Major 
William Hathorne, who came to Salem in 1636, and from 
that date his name appears on our records as holding im- 
portant positions — Commissioner, Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, counsel in cases before the Court, Judge 
on the Bench, soldier, commanding important and difficult 
expeditions. He died in 1681 ; his son John seems to 
have inherited many of his traits of character, and to have 
succeeded to all his honors and held a like prominent po- 
sition in public affairs till his decease, which occurred in 
1717. In an easterly direction on Union street, in a small 
two-story, gambrel-roofed house, a descendant in the sixth 
generation was born July 4, 1804, who has been more 
conspicuous in the field of letters than either of his ances- 
tors has been in the civil history of the colony. 

A few rods in a northerl} 7 direction is the birth-place of 
Bowditch whose "Navigator" is in the hands of every sea- 
man and who, as translator of the "Mecanique Celeste" of 
Laplace, is ranked among the leading mathematicians of 
the age. 

Thus on, or within a short distance from, this locality 
three brilliant authors, one in History, one in Science and 
one in Romance, "first saw the light of day." 



♦William Prescott, son of Col. William Prescott of Bunker IT ill fame 
and Abigail Hale; born at Pepperell Aug. 19, 1702; graduated at Harvard 
College 1783; died at Boston Dec. 8, 1844, an eminent lawyer of Salem and 
Boston. 



8 PLUMMER HALL. 



The Building. 

The building is in the form of a parallelogram 97 feet 
3 inches long by 53 feet wide. The exterior walls are 
faced with pressed brick, and are 45 feet in height above 
the underpinning, which is 4 feet, 6 inches high, and is 
of brown sandstone. The steps, doorway, window dress- 
ings, balcony, belts, etc., are also of the same material. 
The style of the building is the Romanesque. 

The entrance is from the end or facade on Essex street. 
The first story is finished 16 feet 6 inches in height, and 
contains a vestibule 14 feet square with doors on the 
right and left sides leading to rooms each 34 feet in length 
by nearly 16 feet in width ; that on the left is the offi- 
cers' room of the Institute, and that on the right contains 
an historical collection. In the rear of the vestibule is 
the great staircase ascending to the principal stoiy, 
octagonal in form and 18 feet in diameter ; beyond is a 
large hall, flanked with book cases and provided with 
seats for an audience, 58 feet long by 48 wide, which is 
also connected by doors with the two rooms above men- 
tioned ; a light gallery, with a neat iron railing, extends 
entirely around the room, being constructed in a serpen- 
tine form, receding into each space between the cases, 
access to which is by two flights of spiral iron stairs, 
each five feet in diameter. 

At the landing of the main stairway on the second floor 
is a vestibule corresponding with the one below, from which 
opens a long window leading to a stone balcony over the 
principal entrance ; also doors from the two sides to rooms 
of the same dimensions and form as those of the entrance 
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story ; that on the right is appropriated to the use of the 
librarian and for the deposit of some of the works of ref- 
erence and new books of the Athenaeum ; that on the 
left, to the libraries of the Essex South District Medical 
and Essex Agricultural Societies. The large library 
room is in the rear of these and is of the same floor- 
area as the principal room of the first story. It is en- 
tered by doors from the two rooms above named, and is fin- 
ished with a range of Corinthian columns on either side, 
about twenty -one feet high, with an entablature above them/ 
each range being twelve feet from the side walls, leaving 
a space of twenty-four feet between them in the centre of 
the room. The cases on the sides of the alcoves are of 
peculiar arrangement being narrow at the back of the 
columns and widening as they extend toward the sides 
of the room. The space at each side and at the rear of 
the cases, as well as between the windows, is all availed 
of for shelving. A light balcony or gallery, similar to 
that in the room below, is constructed at the height of 
eight feet from the floor and is finished between the 
columns in a serpentine form with a cast-iron railing and 
is approached by spiral iron stairs at the rear of the 
room. The alcoves on the western side of this room 
contain the library of the Athenaeum, those on the eastern 
that of the Institute. 

The shelving of the library having been completed, and 
the books placed upon the shelves, though not finally ar- 
ranged, nor catalogued, the building was accepted at a 
meeting held on Monday, Sept. 21, 1857, and dedicated 
on Tuesday October 6, the order of exercises being 
as follows : 
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Music, by a volunteer choir under the direction of Man- 
uel Fenollosa of Salem ; Hymn, by Hon. Joseph Gilbert 
Waters of Salem ; Prayer, by Rev. George Ware Briggs 
of the First Church, Salem ; Hymn, by Rev. Jones Very 
of Salem ; Address, by Rev. James Mason Hoppin of the 
Oombie Street Church, Salem ; Hymn by Rev. Charles 
Timothy Brooks of Newport, R. I. ; Benediction by Rev. 
Robert Curtis Mills, D. D., of the First Baptist Church, 
Salem. 

The following letter from the historian, Prescott, re- 
ceived among others in response to invitations to attend 
the dedication, will be read with interest. 

Pepperell, Oct. 6, 1857. 
Dear Sir : 

I, last evening, had the pleasure of receiving 
the invitation of the committee to attend the dedication 
of Plummer Hall. Unfortunately, being absent from town 
it did not reach me till too late to profit by it. I beg you 
will present my acknowledgments to the committee for 
the honor they have done me. I need not assure them 
that I take a sincere interest in the ceremonies of the day, 
for I am attached to Salem by the reminiscences of many 
happy hours passed there in boyhood ; and I have a par- 
ticular interest in the spot which is to be covered with the 
new edifice, from its having been that on which I first saw 
the light myself. It is a pleasant thought to me that, 
through the enlightened liberality of my deceased friend 
Miss Plummer, it is now to be consecrated to so noble a 
purpose. 

With great respect, believe me, dear sir, 

Dr. Geo. Choate, Very truly yours, 

Prest. Salem Athenaeum. Wm. H. Prescott. 
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Was incorporated in March, 1810. Its conception was 
suggested undoubtedly by the Boston Athenaeum, organ- 
ized some three years earlier. The charters of the two 
institutions are in many respects similar, the leading 
objects of both being the promotion of literature, the arts 
.and sciences. The founders of the Salem Athenaeum were 
actuated by high motives and laid a broad basis for future 
operations, commencing at first with a library, and trust- 
ing to the future for the further extension of their views 
and plans. To this end they purchased the Social and 
Philosophical Libraries. 

The Social Library. 

This reminds us of the Social Evening Club composed 
of the leading spirits of the town, which flourished dur- 
ing the middle of the last century and was wont to hold 
its meetings weekly at the Tavern House* of Mrs. Pratt, to 



♦John Pratt kept what was called in his day the "Great Tavern ;" after his 
decease in March, 1730, it was continued by his widow (Mrs. Pratt, whose 
maiden name was Margaret Maverick, died March 12, 1759, set. 87) and 
her daughters until the death of the last of the unmarried daughters, 
Abigail, which occurred about 1765. The Tavern house stood on the X. E. 
corner of Essex and Washington streets. It was a wooden building with 
many peaks and stood out on Essex street as fur as the present curb stone. 
The estate finally came into the possession of the daughter Ruth, the wife of 

(ii) 
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discuss the topics of the day, especially those of a literary 
or scientific character. The following are understood to 
have been members : Benjamin Lynde and Nathaniel 
Ropes, both of the bench of the Superior Court of the 
province, the former, as his father, its chief justice, William 
Browne, judge of the Superior Court, afterwards gov- 
ernor of Bermuda, Andrew Oliver, judge of the Common 
Pleas, Rev. Thomas Barnard of the First Church, Dr. E. 
A. Holyoke, a young physician, Stephen Higginson, Ben- 
jamin Pickman and Timothy Orne, merchants, William 
Pynchon, an eminent lawyer, and others. 

A taste for literature and knowledge, and a zeal in the 
prosecution of scientific studies were thus imparted to this' 



James Jeffry, who sold it at auction, in 1791, to Col. Benj. Pickman and 
Messrs. Stearns and Waldo, who took down the old house and erected the 
next year the brick building now standing on the site, and occupied by 
Henry P. Ives and others. John Pratt bought the estate Sept., 1727, of the 
heirs of Walter Price; Price bought it Dec. 1, 1659, of John Orne of Salem; 
John Orne bought of Charles Gott of Salem, attorney to Mr. Hugh Peters, 
29 Dec, 1652. 

The following is a copy of the deed of this purchase : 

" 29th of December, 1652. 

" Charles Gott of Salem Attornie to Mr. Hugh Peters for & in considera- 
tion of forty shillings in hand paid hath sold unto John Home of Salem 
"aforesaid one peice of ground contayning about one quarter of an acre 
" more or lesse nere the Meeting howse in Salem one the north side thereof, 
" running along by the high way being the laud of Mr. Hugh Peters afore- 
" said. Provided if Mr. Peters shall retorne to New England in person & 
" repay the Said John all his charges of building or otherwayes bestowed 
" upon the Said land that then the Said Mr. Peters shall have the said land 
"againe as by a writing dated the 28th day of this instant December 1652 
" apeareth." 

The original deed of this conveyance is in the possession of the family of 
the late Judge Waters of Salem. 



SOCIAL LIBRARY. 13 



community, of which the imprints can be distinctly 
traced through our subsequent history. The first move- 
ment in this direction was the meeting of gentlemen, 
many of whom were members of this club, at the 
Pratt tavern, on Monday evening, March 31, 1760, for 
the purpose of " founding a handsome library of valua- 
ble books, apprehending the same may be of very consid- 
erable use and benefit under proper regulations." A sub- 
scription was opened, funds obtained, and Rev. Jeremiah 
Condy,* a Baptist minister of Boston, being about to 
visit England, was employed to purchase the books. On 
their arrival a meeting of the subscribers was held May 
20, 1761, of which Benjamin Pickman was moderator, 
and Nathan Goodale, clerk. The social library was thus 
put in operation. The books imported, with those given 
by members or otherwise procured, amounted to 415 vol- 
umes. The society was incorporated in 1797. It may 
be regarded as the pioneer of all the institutions estab- 
lished in this place for the promotion of intellectual 
culture. 



* Rev. Jeremiah Condy, son of Jeremiah and Susanna Condy, baptized 20 
Feb., 1709; graduated at Harvard College 1726. Alter preaching in this 
country a few years, he went to England and remained there until 1738 
when he returned to accept proposals to settle over the First Baptist Church 
in Boston ; ordained 14 Feb., 1739, retired in 1764, died Aug. 28, 1768. He was 
a distinguished minister. He was one of the founders, in 1730, of a literary 
and philosophical society at Newport, R. I., which was succeeded by the 
Redwood Library. 



4 
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The Philosophical Library. 

This also calls to remembrance some of the scenes in 
the Revolutionary period ; the privateer-ship Pilgrim ; 
its bold and stalwart commander, Hugh Hill ;* his daring 
exploits ; the capture of a schooner in the English Chan- 
nel, having on board the library of Dr. Richard Kirwan,| 
a distinguished chemist ; the bringing of these books into 
the neighboring port of Beverly ; the purchase of the same 
by several scientific men of Salem and its vicinity, of whom 
may be mentioned Rev. Manasseh Cutler of the Hamlet 
church in Ipswich, now Hamilton, Rev. Joseph Willard 
of Beverly, afterwards President of Harvard College, Dr. 
Joshua Fisher of Beverly, Dr. Ed. A. Holyoke, Dr. Joseph 
Orne, Rev. Thomas Barnard, and Rev. John Prince of 
Salem. They made it the foundation of the Philo- 
sophical Library J in 1781. 

These books are now arranged in the second alcove on 



* Hugh Hill, son of John and Elizabeth (Jackson) Hill, was born in Car- 
rickfergus, Ireland, Aug., 1740. He commenced privateering in the Pilgrim 
of twenty guns. He was a generous and brave officer, and distinguished 
lor humanity to his prisoners. He resided in Beverly, was engaged in 
commerce and the fisheries until 1812, when he retired to his farm in upper 
Beverly. He seems to have been an own cousin of Genl. Andrew Jackson. 
He died Feb. 24, 1829. See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst., Vol. iv, p.lSl, also Vol. 
Vlii, 121, etc. 

t Richard Kirwan, LL. D., a distinguished writer on chemistry, geol- 
ogy and kindred sciences, born at Galway, Ireland, in the middle of the 
eighteenth century; died in 1812. See Encyclopaedia Americana, Art. Kir- 
wan. 

X See historical account of this library with notices of the members in 
Hist. Coll. of Essex Institute, Vol. iv, pp. 175 and 271. 
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the western side of the large hall on the second floor. 
The following may be specified : Transactions of the 
Ro} T al Societies of London and Edinburgh, and Royal Irish 
Acadenry, 38 vols. ; Memoires de l'Academie Royale des 
Sciences, 1661-1699, Paris, 14 vols.; Memoires of the 
French Institute, Til loch's Philosophical Magazine, Reper- 
tory of Arts and Manufactures, Miscellanea Berolinensia, 
7 vols., Bernoullii Opera, 9 vols., Boyles* Works, Mac- 
laurin's Fluxions, Encyclopaedia Brittanica, 20 vols. ; 
Histoire de l'Academie Royale des Sciences, 1699-1761, 
63 vols.; Buffon, Histoire Naturelle, 15 vols. 

To show Dr. Bowditch's estimate of the value and 
character of these books, this passage from his will is 
inserted : 

Item. "It is well known that the valuable scientific library 
of the celebrated Dr. Richard Kirwan, was, during the Revolu- 
tionary war, captured in the British Channel, on its way to Ire- 
land, by a Beverly Privateer; and that by the liberal and en- 
lightened views of the owners of the vessel, the library thus 
captured was sold at a very low rate; and in this manner was 
laid the foundation, upon which has since been successfully es- 
tablished, the Philosophical Library, so called, and the present 
Salem Athenaeum. Thus, in early life, I found near me a better 
collection of philosophical and scientific books than could be 
found in any other part of the United States nearer than Phila- 
delphia. And by the kindness of its proprietors I was permit- 
ted freely to take books from that library, and to consult and 
study them at pleasure. This inestimable advantage has made 
me deeply a debtor to the Salem Athenaeum ; and I do therefore 
give to that Institution the sum of one thousand dollars, the in- 
come thereof to be forever applied to the promotion of its ob- 
jects, and the extension of its usefulness." 
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The Athenaeum rooms in Central building, Market 
(now Central) street, were opened to the proprietors on 
Wednesday, July 11, 1810, with a goodly collection of 
books upon the shelves, duly arranged and properly 
classified. 

In April, 1815, the library was removed to rooms in 
Essex Place ; in 1825, to rooms over the Salem Bank ; in 
1841, to Lawrence Place, and in April, 1857, to Plummer 
Hall, the present resting place for this valuable and in- 
creasing collection of books. 

The present number of volumes is about 19,500 ; these 
have been principally obtained by moneys arising from 
the sale of shares and the annual assessments and sub- 
scriptions, although man} r valuable works have been 
received as donations from the friends of the institution ; 
among these may be mentioned eighty-three volumes of 
documents published by the " Record Commission," pre- 
sented by the British government; "Audubon's Birds of 
America," from N. Bowditch, J. I. Bowditch, William 
Pickman, Joseph Peabody, N. Silsbee, S. C. Phillips, D. 
A. White, Benj. Pickman, D. L. Pickman and Miss Su- 
san Burley ; Bowditch* s " Translation of the Mecanique 
Celeste of La Place," from the translator ; " Histoire de 
TAcademie Royale des Inscriptions et Belles Lettres," 
etc., 17 vols.; and " Academie Royale, etc., Memoires 
de Literature," 59 vols., from Theodore Lyman of Bos- 
ton ; besides other valuable books from Edwin Bartlett, 
Ernestus Augustus Plummer, Joseph Augustus Peabody, 
John Pickering, Benjamin Merrill, Susan Burley, Me- 
hitable Higginson, and others. 
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Additions to the Library by purchase, the annual aver- 
age for the past ten years, 240 Vols. On the following 
subjects : Theological, 19 ; Scientific, 27 ; Biographical, 
23 ; Geographical, 19 ; Poetry and Art, 17 ; Miscellane- 
ous, 24 ; Foreign Literature, 12 ; Fiction, 49; Periodicals 
bound, 50. 

The average circulation per annum is 5228 volumes : 
Theological, 213; Political, 28; Scientific, 280; Bio- 
graphical, 167; Geographical, 241; Miscellaneous, 263; 
Historical, 187; Literary, 461 ; Fiction, 2106 ; Serials in 
numbers, 926 ; and in bound volumes, 235 ; Art, 121. 

Number of shares, 100. Each share entitles the pro- 
prietor to take from the Library four books at one time. 
Books which have been in the Library one year can be 
retained four weeks ; if less than that time, two weeks ; 
recent periodicals in numbers, one week. 

Persons not proprietors, approved by the Trustees, may 
have all the privileges of proprietors in the use of the 
books for one year, on the payment of one dollar in ad- 
dition to the annual assessment, which is determined at 
the annual meeting. The assessment for several years 
past has been five dollars. 

All books must be returned to the Library on or before 
the first Wednesday in May, and during the interval be- 
tween that date and the annual meeting, which occurs on 
the Wednesday preceding the last Wednesday in May, 
the Library is closed for the examination of the books 
and for needful cleaning and repairs. The rooms are 
opened and the books circulate on the day after the 
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meeting, unless otherwise directed by order of the pro- 
prietors then adopted. 

A share in the Athenaeum entitles the holder to consult 
the books of the Essex Institute. 

From April 1 to October 1, the rooms are opened from 
8.30 a. m. to 1 p. m., and from 2.30 to 6 p. m. From 
October 1 to April 1, from 8.30 a. m. to 1 p, m., and from 
2.30 to 5 p. m. 

Presidents of the Salem Athen^um. 

Edward Augustus Holyoke, 1810-29. 
Benjamin Pickman, 1829-35. 
Ichabod Tucker, 1835-38. 
Daniel Appleton White, 1838-40. 
Benjamin Merrill, 1840-47. 
Stephen Clarendon Phillips, 1847-50. 
George Choate, 1850-64. 
Alpheus Crosby, 1864-74. 
William Mack, 1874-. 

Clerks of the Proprietors. 

John Sparhawk Appleton, 1810-14. 
John Pickering, 1814-19. 
John Glen King, 1819-31. 
Ebenezer Shillaber, 1831-41. 
William Putnam Richardson, 1841-46. 
Henry Wheatland, 1846-. 
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The Essex Institute was formed by the union of the 
Essex Historical and the Essex County Natural History 
Societies and was organized, under an act of Incorporation 
granted by the Legislature of Massachusetts in February 
1848, on the 1st of March following. 

The Essex Historical Society. 

Soon after the death of the Rev. Dr. Bentley, which 
occurred December 29, 1819, much regret was expressed 
that the valuable and large mass of historical material, 
books, etc., which he had collected during a successful 
ministry of nearly forty years, should be removed from 
Salem. There being no place of deposit, which invited 
them here, they were removed to Worcester. 

To prevent a similar occurrence in the future, at the 
suggestion of Hon. John Glen King and George A.Ward, 
Esq., several gentlemen, many of whom were active in the 
organization of the Salem Athenaeum eleven years be- 
fore, assembled on the 21st of April, 1821, Hon. Joseph 
Story presiding, and formed themselves into an associa- 
tion under the name of the Essex Historical Society, the 
leading object of which was the collection and preservation 
of all authentic materials illustrating the civil history of 

(19) 
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the county of Essex, and in furtherance thereof they invited 
the cooperation of other kindred societies. An act of In- 
corporation was obtained from the Legislature, June 11, 
1821. The first corporate meeting was held on Wednes- 
day, June 27, 1821, due notice having been given of the 
call. The act was accepted and the society was organized 
by the adoption of rules and regulations and the election 
of officers to serve until the first annual meeting, fixed on 
the 6th of September in commemoration of the landing of 
Gov. John Endicott at Salem on that day (O. S.) 1628. 
The venerable Dr. Edward A. Holyoke, who always took 
the most lively interest in whatever concerned American 
literature and science, was elected the first President. It 
is quite remarkable that in each stage of the progress, 
from 1760 to 1821, a leading part was taken by one man, 
Dr. Holyoke ; he signed the call for the meeting at the 
tavern of Mrs. Pratt, and was an original subscriber to the 
funds then raised to establish the Social Library ; he was 
one of the purchasers of Dr. Kirwan's books, thus coopera- 
ting in founding the Philosophical Library ; he was the first 
President of the Salem Athenaeum, and the first President 
of the Essex Historical Society. The zeal and ability of 
the members and their friends, in a short time, gathered 
together a good collection of portraits and antique relics 
illustrative of the early history of the county and the nu- 
cleus of a library containing files of several newspapers, 
pamphlets, documents, etc. These were first deposited 
in Essex Place on Essex street facing Central, then in 
the room over the Salem Bank where Downing Block 
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now stands, and afterwards in Lawrence Place, at the 
corner of Washington and Front streets, until the union. 

On the 6th of September, 1825, the day of the annual 
meeting, Hon. Leverett Saltonstall delivered before the 
society in the First Church, a public address which was 
well received. (Not printed.) 

On Thursday, the I8lh of September (N. S.), 1828, the 
members of the society with their invited guests, Gov. 
Levi Lincoln, Lieut. Gov. Thomas L. Winthrop, Hon. 
Daniel Webster, Hon. Edward Everett, Mayor Quincy of 
Boston, Professors Farrar and Ticknor of Harvard Col- 
lege, with others, met to commemorate the two hundredth 
anniversary of the landing of Endicott. The orator of the 
day was the Hon. Joseph Story, one of the justices of the 
U. S. Supreme Court, an original member, and the Vice 
President of the society. The President of the society, 
Dr. Holyoke, the centennial anniversary of whose birth 
was appropriately observed by the Medical Profession of 
Boston and Salem, on the thirteenth of the month preced- 
ing — an event probably without a parallel in the annals of 
medicine — presided. The Secretary was the Hon. Joseph 
G. Waters, Secretary of the society for the twenty-one 
years preceding the union in 1848. He will long be remem- 
bered for his deep interest in our literary and scientific 
institutions and for his versatile gifts and extensive 
knowledge of English literature and history. The so- 
ciety had at that time on its roll of membership many men 
of wide distinction : Timothy Pickering, Benj. W. Crown- 
inshield, Nath'l Silsbee, Nathan Dane, Samuel Putnam, 
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Ichabod Tucker, Daniel A. White, John G. King, Rufus 
Choate, John Pickering, Leverett Saltonstall, Benjamin 
Merrill, Stephen C. Phillips, Charles W. Uphain, John 
Prince, John Brazer, Nathaniel Bo wd itch, Benjamin Pick- 
man and others. Probably no society in the United 
States could then exhibit upon its roll a greater number 
of influential men in the various walks of life. The elo- 
quent address by Hon. Joseph Story at the North Church ; 
the intellectual and social banquet at Hamilton Hall ; 
these, and other interesting incidents connected therewith, 
rendered the occasion one long to be remembered in the 
annals of the society. 

Officers of the Essex Historical Society. 

Presidents : 

Edward Augustus Holyoke, 1821-29. 

Benjamin Pickman, 1829-35. 

Ichabod Tucker, 1835-37. 

Daniel Appleton White, 1837-48. 

Recording Secretaries : 

George Atkinson Ward, 1821-22. 

John White Treadwell, 1 822-24. 

William Proctor, 1824-27. 

Joseph G. Waters, 1827-48. 



i 
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The Essex County Natural History Society. 

After the organization of the Historical Society, to 
which reference has been made, another decade passed 
when a faint gleam indicative of a taste for the Natural 
Sciences appeared in the distant horizon. A communica- 
tion was printed in the Salem Gazette for Tuesday, Feb. 1, 
1831, under the signature of Elah,* suggesting the feasibil- 
ity of organizing a society of Natural History ; other com- 
munications occasionally appeared, but the various sugges- 
tions did not begin to take a tangible form until December, 
1833, when, on the evening of Saturday the 14th, a meet- 
ing of those friendly to the project was held, which resulted 
in the organization of the Essex County Natural History 
Society, Dr. Andrew Nichols, President, — John M. Ives, 
Secretary. Among the original members the following well 
known botanists may be specified. 

Dr. Andrew Nichols, the President from 1833 to 1845, 
a valued physician in the neighboring town of Danvers, 
early imbibed a taste for the study of Nature which con- 
tinued through life. He was very conversant with the local 
natural history of this vicinity, and took great pleasure in 
guiding his young friends to rural retreats in quest of 
some floral gem. He died March 31, 1853. 



♦Written by Benjamin Hale Ives, an enthusiastic and zealous naturalist; 
his attention was principally directed to the study of insects, though he by 
no means neglected the collateral branches. He was the youngest son of 
William and Mary (Bradshaw) Ives, born at Salem Nov. 8, 1806, died Jan. 
26, 1837, at Salem. 
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William Oakes, a graduate of Harvard in 1820, a native 
of Danvers, resided in Ipswich, and was educated to the 
law, which he soon relinquished and devoted himself to 
the study of plants. He was considered one of the most 
distinguished botanists of New England. He died July 
31, 1848. 

Rev. John Lewis Russell, President of the Natural His- 
tory Society, 1845-8, and one of the Vice Presidents of the 
Institute, 1848-61, a graduate of Harvard in the class of 
1828, educated to the ministry ; distinguished as a bota- 
nist and very conversant with our cryptogamic flora. He 
was also an instructive lecturer in the various departments 
of natural history, especially in his favorite pursuit, bot- 
any. A native of Salem. He died there June 7, 1873. 

Dr. George Osgood of Danvers, Samuel P. Fowler of 
Danvers, Samuel B. Buttrick, William P. Richardson, 
George Dean Phippen of Salem, and many others might 
be enumerated. 

Soon after the organization of the society the attention 
of its members -was devoted to horticulture ; its rooms were 
opened occasionally during every season with greater or 
less frequency, as circumstances would permit, for exhi- 
bitions of fruits and flowers. These have not been con- 
fined to the products of the garden or greenhouse, those 
floral treasures which horticulture has introduced from for- 
eign climes ; but many of the rare and curious plants, con- 
geners to our woods, meadows and fields, have lent their at- 
tractions to these displays. The first exhibition took place 
on Friday, July 11, 1834. The first general exhibition, 
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which continued several days, occurred on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, Sept. 14 and 15, 1841. These exhibitions, 
though not an original object, became in course of years 
one of the most important features of the society. For 
several 3 T ears, exhibitions were held weekly during the 
summer months with an annual show in September, and in- 
creased in interest with each successive season. Several 
nurseries were established ; the demand for fruit trees, or- 
namental trees and shrubs increased, and Salem for some 
years became, as it were, a centre for horticultural opera- 
tions. The exhibitions at the metropolis were largely 
indebted to the Salem gardens for their requisite propor- 
tion of fruits and flowers. 

This city and its vicinity had a goodly array of enthu- 
siastic and successful cultivators of the choicest gifts of 
Flora and Pomona ; among them the name of Robert Man- 
ning stands as a pioneer in the cultivation of fruit, espec- 
ially of the pear. The garden of Mr. J. Fisk Allen exhib- 
ited for several seasons a fine display of that gorgeous lily 
u Victoria Regia," and his excellent treatise on that flower, 
with illustrations, finds a place in every well-stored library. 
It was also noted for the great variety of grapes and other 
fruits grown under glass. The gardens and grounds of 
the Messrs. Putnam, Lee, Cabot, Emmerton, Upton, Ives, 
Bertram, Hoffman, Derby, Phippen, Ropes, Oliver, Glover, 
Bosson and others may be mentioned in this connection. 

The Journal of the Essex County Natural History 
Society comprising one volume in three numbers, issued 
in 1836, 1838, and 1851, was published by the society. 
3 
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Officers of Essex County Natural History Society. 

Presidents : 

Andrew Nichols, 1833-45. 

John Lewis Russell, 1845- 48. 

Secretaries : 

John M. Ives, 1833-35. 

Henry Wheatland, 1835-48. 

During the autumn of 1847, the Historical and Natu- 
ral History Societies held several meetings to effect a 
union. A joint committee was appointed to draft a plan 
to serve as a basis of organization. The plan offered by 
the committee was accepted by the two societies at a meet- 
ing held January 14, 1848. An Act of Incorporation was 
obtained in February of that year, and upon its accept- 
ance, on the 1st of March following, the Essex Institute 
was organized. 

The organization of the two societies being on an en- 
tirely different basis, generous concessions were needful 
to bring about this wished-for result. 

The Historical Society always had a small membership. 
Members were elected by ballot and an entrance fee was re- 
quired. There was no regular assessment, though occasion- 
ally one was levied ; the rooms were never opened to the 
public at stated times, though persons could obtain access 
by calling upon the librarian or some officer who was al- 
ways courteous and ready to grant such a favor. 
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The Natural History Society was differently consti- 
tuted. Any inhabitant of the county could become a 
member by signing the constitution and paying the small 
annual assessment. The rooms were always central and 
accessible, and were frequently opened for horticultural 
and other exhibitions, the aim being to make them at- 
tractive and thereby to awaken a public interest in the 
objects of the society. The collections increased in value 
and importance ; the membership was enlarged ; conse- 
quently more means were available to extend its opera- 
tions. 

The Institute accepted the proposals of the propri- 
etors of the Salem Athenaeum to occupy rooms in Plum- 
mer Hall, April 10, 1857. The Library and various col- 
lections were removed thither as soon as the shelving and 
cases were prepared for their reception. The several de- 
partments of the museum were arranged on the first floor 
and were well represented ; in several of the classes of 
the animal kingdom, the collections were inferior to but 
one or two others in the country. The specimens in sev- 
eral of the classes were arranged and identified and cata- 
logues commenced. In consequence of a liberal use of 
its rich supply of duplicates, the Institute became the 
recipient of large and valuable collections from scientific 
institutions and individuals both in this and foreign coun- 
tries. 

These various scientific collections, containing some 
140,000 specimens, are deposited in the East India Marine 
Hall, in the custody of the Trustees of the Peabody 
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Academy of Science* according to terms of agreement 
signed May 29, 1867, by the contracting parties. 

The Museum was dedicated to the public on Wednes- 
day afternoon, August 18, 1869, the first day of the meet- 
ing, in Salem, of the American Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Science. 

All contributions of specimens in Natural History which 
have since been received by the Institute, either by dona- 
tion or otherwise, have been likewise deposited with the 
Trustees above named. 

The collections of antique relics, paintings, portraits, 
engravings, etc., which are of great historic value, are 
placed in Plummer Hall and will be alluded to in another 
place. 

Library. 

The Library of the Institute contains about thirty-six 
thousand bound volumes and one hundred and twenty- 
five thousand pamphlets. In the early stages of the 
growth of a great library, its energies are mainly absorbed 



♦Founded by the liberality of George Peabody, the London Banker, born 
in the south parish of Danvers (now Peabody) February 18, 1795, died in 
London Nov. 2, 18(>9, who placed $140,000 in the hands of Francis Peabody, 
Prest. Essex Institute, and eight others, Trustees, for the promotion of 
science and useful knowledge in the county of Essex, the letter and 
accompanying Instrument of Trust, bearing date, Feb. 26, 1867. First 
meeting of Trustees for organization, Sat., Mch. 2, 1867. Francis Peabody, 
chairman, A. C. Goodell, jr., Secretary. An act of incorporation was ob- 
tained from the Legislature of Mass., approved Apr. 13, 1868. Purchased 
the East India Marine Hall and received on deposit the Museum of the 
East India Marine Society, which with the scientific collections of the Essex 
Institute were arranged therein, and were at once opened to the public. 
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in mere accumulation. At a later stage, and when ex- 
changes are established and a law of growth confirmed, 
while accretions are not less rapid, more attention can be 
given to extending the usefulness, and acquainting others 
with the value and character of the collection made. The 
Institute Library has now reached this stage. It merely 
awaits the space and means to display its quality and rich- 
ness. Among the valuable features which, on being cata- 
logued, it will be found to contain, are : — 

Very complete collections of the legislative and official 
publications of Massachusetts from the earliest dates, as 
well as of several other states of New England and of 
the Union at large. 

A large and daily increasing collection of the works of 
the authors of Essex County both native and resident, al- 
ready counting five hundred and twenty-three volumes. 

Full files of newspapers possessing to the antiquary, 
the historical student and the conveyancer, a value hardly 
to be exaggerated. These include the Salem Gazette, 
Register and Observer, Lynn Reporter, Dan vers Courier, 
Peabody Press, Boston Advertiser, Post and Journal, the 
National Intelligencer, Liberator, Antislavery Standard, 
Christian Register, and the " Ny Gazety Malagasy " 
— the only Journal ever printed in the Island of Mad- 
agascar — with less complete files of the New York Post, 
Tribune and Herald, Commercial Advertiser, Independent, 
Columbian Centinel, Boston Transcript, Pennsylvania 
Packet and Philadelphia Aurora. 

A copy of Audubon's Birds of America, the gift of the 
late Mrs. Eliza L. Rogers, of Salem. 
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, Copies of the late J. Fisk Allen's splendidly illustrated 
folio monograph on the great water lily of the Amazon, 
the Victoria Regia. 

A large paper copy of the rare folio History of the 
North American Indians, with biographies and hand-col- 
ored portraits of one hundred and twenty leading chiefs, 
the gift of Mrs. Susan Burley Cabot, of Salem. This 
great collection, in twenty parts, was issued to subscribers 
only, between 1832 and 1844 ; and the pictures, being 
copied from originals in oil, procured at great cost by the 
War Department and now lost in the burning of a wing of 
the Smithsonian Institute, have become unique and valu- 
able. 

Some eight thousand volumes of English, Greek and 
Latin classics selected for the private library of the donor, 
the late Judge White, first president of the Essex Institute. 

A collection of some three hundred Bibles and parts of 
Bibles of curious antiquity, including one, doubtless the 
oldest book in Essex County, dated before the discovery 
of America, in the year 1486, a well preserved copy 
brought from a Carmelite Monastery in Bavaria and pre- 
sented to the Institute by Rev. J. M. Hoppin, Oct. 2, 
1858. 

A Royal folio work on the Mexican war, published in 
1857, with descriptions of each battle and twelve finely 
colored plates of the principal conflicts, done at Paris, the 
gift of Benj. W. Stone, Esq., of Salem. 

An Art Library of three hundred and eighteen volumes 
of the choicest selection, including the best current issues 
upon music, painting, sculpture and architecture. 
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Four hundred log-books or sea-journals, with shipmas- 
ters' instructions and correspondence, a part of them 
deposited in the East India Marine Museum, by members 
of the famous fraternity of shipmasters which estab- 
lished that collection, and many others detailing privateer- 
ing cruises in the two wars with England, and every sort 
of daring and exciting venture. 

The most extensive collection of city Directories from 
all parts of the world, and State Registers and College 
Catalogues of New England, to be found any where. 

Proceedings of two hundred and si xt)'-six societies, sci- 
entific, historical and literary, in all parts of the world, 
with which the Institute exchanges publications. 

The general library is principally on the eastern side of 
the great hall on the second floor. The cases in the large 
hall on the first floor contain the special collection of 
books, the newspapers and pamphlets, Essex county 
books, series of directories, art library, literature of the 
late civil war, college and school catalogues and other 
pamphlets relating thereto, centennial literature, docu- 
ments of the various state legislatures, etc., etc. The floor 
of this room is furnished with settees and chairs, and is 
used for lectures, concerts, meetings, and exhibitions of 
art, horticulture, etc. 

Meetings. 

Regular meetings are held on the first and third Mon- 
day evenings of each month. Field meetings, during the 
summer months, at such times and places as may be ap- 
pointed by a special committee. 
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The Institute was organized in the summer of 1848. It 
at once introduced a system of field meetings unique and 
interesting, as well as useful to those who have attended 
them. These meetings gather from one to three hundred 
persons ; five or six of them are held in each season. 
Railroads, local authorities, church committees, educa- 
tional organizations, have uniformly united their efforts to 
make attendance easy and agreeable. The first of these 
gatherings was held at Danvers, June 12, 1849, and with 
an interval of three summers, 1853-4-5, they have since 
been uninterrupted . Sixty-eight locali ties have been visited 
in thirty-five towns and cities of Essex County, besides ten 
spots beyond the county limits. Members of the Institute 
and all others are invited on equal terms. A spot is se- 
lected for its scientific and historical interest, and with 
some regard to its facilities for transportation, shelter and 
refreshment. Physicists and antiquaries, especially local 
students of science and history, are sought out. The 
party attending provides itself with a basket-luncheon, 
and is usually transported at half fare. Reaching its des- 
tination it is often welcomed by a local committee, de- 
posits its baskets and extra clothing and, in self-appointed 
sections, follows the lead of its specialists in botany, 
geology, entomology, local history or antiquity to various 
points of interest in the neighborhood. Coming together 
at noon in the village church, the school-house, the town 
hall or some inviting grove, a meeting is held after the 
baskets are emptied, and the results of the forenoon's 
rambles are exhibited, compared, analyzed and discussed. 
Men of such scientific repute as Profs. Agassiz, Peirce, 
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Gray, Sterry Hunt and Chas. T. Jackson ; men of such 
literary eminence as John G. Whittier and Drs. Holmes, 
A. P. Peabody, C. A. Bartol and J. F. Clarke ; men 
of such general distinction as Chief Justice Chase, 
Richard H< Dana, Chas. F. Barnard and Cols. J. W. 
Foster and T. W. Higginson have joined the Institute 
in this effort to make science and sociability tributary 
to each other. In yet another way has the effort been 
successfully made. For several seasons, beginning May 
1, 1866, and for several evenings during each season, 
meetings were held in Salem, which might aptly be de- 
scribed as microscope-shows. From twenty-five to fifty 
of these exquisite instruments of every variety of make 
were brought together in Hamilton Hall, where the friends 
of the Institute, to the number of two hundred, passed 
most agreeable evenings in examining the specimens 
shown, in listening to the comments of experts and spe- 
cialists, and in general social relaxation. Dr. O. W. 
Holmes, Dr. A. A. Gould, Dr. Jeffries W3 r man, Rev. 
E. C. Bolles, and Messrs. Scudder, Hyatt, Morse, Tracy 
and Phippen were among the speakers ; and the occa- 
sions owed much of their success to the interest and labor 
of the late well-known microscopist, Edwin Bicknell. 

Lectures. 

During the past ten years, regular courses of lectures 
have been delivered annually in the winter months ; and 
before this occasionally as opportunities offered. These 
embrace a wide range of topics in science and literature. 



34 PLUMMER HALL. 



Lectures were given in science by Professors William B. 
Rogers, L. Agassiz, Benjamin Peirce, Josiah P. Cooke, 
Richard A. Proctor, A. Graham Bell, Major J. W. Pow- 
ell, Mr. Moses G. Farmer and others. 

In literature, history or art, by Canon Chas. Kingsley, 
Rev. Newman Hall, Wilkie Collins, Mrs. Abby Sage Rich- 
ardson, Rev. .Drs. Andrew P. Peabody, James F. Clarke, 
Messrs. Charles C. Perkins, S. G. W. Benjamin and others. 

In addition to the above, courses of lectures or single 
lectures have been given by those who were or are now 
active members of the Institute. Of these may be speci- 
fied: Drs. Andrew Nichols, William Prescott and A. H. 
Johnson ; Rev. Messrs. John L. Russell, E. C. Bolles, E. 
B. Willson and E. S. At wood, and Messrs. Thomas Spen- 
cer, H. K. Oliver, Robert S. Rantoul, Abner C. Goodell, 
Wm. P. Upham, F. W. Putnam, E. S. Morse, C. M. 
Tracy, John Robinson, Isaac J. Osbun and others. 



Commemorations. 

The Fiftieth Anniversary of the organization of the 
Essex Historical Society was observed on the 2 1st of 
April, 1871. The address was by A. C. Goodell, Esq. ; an 
excellent select choir, under the direction of Gen. H. K. 
Oliver, sang an original hymn, written for the occasion 
by Rev. Jones Very ; after which remarks were made by 
Rev. George D. Wildes, of New York city, Gen. H. K. 
Oliver, J. Wingate Thornton, of Boston, and Dr. George 
B. Loring. 



EVENTS COMMEMORATED. 35 

The Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the organization of 
the Essex Institute on the 5th of March, 1873, was com- 
memorated by a banquet in the rooms of the Institute, 
addresses by the President, His Excellency Gov. Wm. 
B. Washburn, Mayor Cogswell of Salem, Hon. Geo. B. 
Loring, Pres. of the Mass. Senate, Hon. John E. San ford, 
Speaker of the Mass. House of Repres., Hon. Marshall 
P. Wilder of N. E. Hist. Gen. Society, Prof. O. C. Marsh 
of Yale college, Prof. J. D. Runkle of Mass. Inst, of 
Technology, and others. 

The centennial of the Destruction of the Tea in Bos- 
ton harbor, Dec. 16, 1773, was noticed at a special meet- 
ing Dec. 16, 1873, by an address by James Kimball, Esq., 
whose grandfather William Russell was one of the actors 
on that occasion. Remarks were offered by A. C. Goodell, 
Esq., and J. Wingate Thornton, Esq., of Boston. 

Monday, Oct. 5, 1874. The first centennial of the 
meeting in Salem, Oct. 5, 1774, of that memorable body 
which formally and finally resolved itself into a Provin- 
cial Congress, and established in Massachusetts " a gov- 
ernment of the pople, by the people and for the people," 
was commemorated by an address from A. C. Goodell, 
Esq. ; a fine double quartette under the direction of Mr. 
Fenollosa, sang some patriotic pieces. 

The directors of the Institute, in compliance with several 
official circulars and personal letters from the chief of the 
Historical department of the Centennial Exhibition at 
Philadelphia, made an exhibit of specimens illustrative of 
the History of Essex County. Portraits of Govs. Endicott, 
Leverett and Bradstreet, of Sir Richard Saltonstall, Dr. 
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Manasseh Cutler and Col. Tim. Pickering, and about 
one hundred articles of historical interest, also an album 
containing one hundred and twenty photographs illustrat- 
ing our city, were contributed. These remained during 
the exhibition. 

The commemoration of the two hundred and fiftieth anni- 
versary of the Landing of John Endicott at Salem, Sept. 
18, 1628, was conducted by the Essex Institute, Sept. 18, 
1878. The forenoon exercises, in Mechanic Hall, consisted 
of an organ voluntary by Mr. B. J. Lang ; reading of scrip- 
tures and prayer by Rev. R. C. Mills ; hymn by Rev. 
Jones Very ; poem by Rev. C. T. Brooks ; ode by Rev. 
S. P. Hill ; oration by Hon. W. C. Endicott ; hymn "The 
breaking waves dashed high," Mrs. Hemans, sung by 
Mrs. J. H. West ; poem by W. W. Story, read by Prof. 
J. W. Churchill ; the one hundredth psalm sung by a 
chorus. 

The guests then proceeded to Hamilton Hall where 
an elegant lunch was served by Cassell. The President 
took the chair and the divine blessing was invoked by 
Rev. R. C. Mills, D. D. The President opened the after- 
dinner speaking, and was followed by Rev. E. C. Bolles, 
toastmaster, Gov. A. H. Rice, Mayor H. K. Oliver, 
Hon. R. C. Winthrop, President Massachusetts Historical 
Society, Hon. M. P. Wilder, President of the New 
England Historical Genealogical Society, Rev. Dean 
Stanley of Westminster Abbey, Hon. W. C. Endicott, 
Hon. Leverett Saltonstall, Prof. Benj. Peirce, Hon. G. 
B. Loring, Rev. F. Israel, Joseph H. Choate, Esq., of 
New York, B. H. Silsbee, Esq., and Rev. E. S. Atwood. 



EVENTS COMMEMORATED. 37 

The two hundred and fiftieth anniversary of the Arrival 
of John Winthrop, at Salem, with the charter and rec- 
ords of the Massachusetts Bay Company occurring on the 
22d of June, 1880, the first field meeting of the season was 
held on that day, at the Pavilion on Salem Neck, and the 
occasion w r as devoted to a recital of incidents connected 
with this important event. At 1 p. m. lunch was served 
in the dining hall ; at 2.30 o'clock the afternoon session 
was held in the great hall below. The president intro- 
duced Robert S. Rantoul, Esq., who then delivered an 
historical and eloquent address. Rev. De Witt S. Clarke 
read a poem written for the occasion by Miss Lucy Larcora,, 
who was present, and was followed by Col. Thomas Went- 
worth Higginson, a lineal descendant of Rev. Francis 
Higginson, and a member of Gov. Long*s staff, who spoke 
for His Excellency in his necessary absence. Hon. George 
Washington Warren of Boston, for many 3-ears President 
of the Bunker Hill Monument association, Hon. George 
B. Loring, member of U. S. Congress, Mayor H. K. Oliver, 
and Seth Low, Esq., of Brooklyn, N. Y. followed, and 
selections from the correspondence were read by Rev. E. 
S. Atwood, and a communication from E. StanleyWaters 
by Rev. Geo. H. Hosmer, giving a succinct life of his 
predecessor in the pulpit of the East Church, Rev. Wil- 
liam Bentlej 7 , D. D., whose birthday this gathering also 
commemorated, he having been born in Boston June 22> 
1759. The last named paper included a narrative of a 
drive of Benjamin Ward, in company with his grand- 
father, Miles Ward, about the town, in 1760. 
4 
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The Publications of the Institute. 

Proceedings and Communications 6 vols., 8vo, 1848 to 
68. These volumes contain a large number of descrip- 
tions and figures of new species, especially of corals, 
insects and polyzoa, and many valuable papers in natu- 
ral history. The first three volumes also contain many 
important historical papers. In addition to the papers 
on special subjects, the volumes contain the proceedings 
of the meetings of the Institute, the records of additions 
to the library and the Museum, and many important ver- 
bal communications made at the meetings, etc. 

Bulletin 13 vols., 8vo, issued quarterly, a continuation 
of the "Proceedings of the Essex Institute" containing an 
account of the Regular and Field Meetings of the Soci- 
ety and papers of scientific value. 

Flora of Essex Co., by John Robinson, 8vo. pp. 200. 

First Cruise of Frigate fcV Essex," by Capt. Geo. H. 
Preble, U. S. N. 

Historical Collections 18 vols., 8vo, issued quarterly, 
contain extracts from the records of courts, parishes, 
churches and towns in this county ; abstracts of wills, 
deeds and journals, records of births, baptisms, mar- 
riages and deaths, and inscriptions on tomb-stones ; also 
papers of historical, genealogical and biographical in- 
terest. In these volumes will be found Memoirs of the 
following persons : of Daniel A. White, by Geo. W. Briggs, 
D. D. ; of Geo. A. Ward, Daniel P. King and Francis Pea- 
bod} 7 , by Hon. Chas. W. Uphain ; of Asahel Huntington, 
by Hon. Otis P. Lord ; of Henry C. Perkins by Rev. Saml. 
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J. Spalding, D. D., of Newburyport ; of James Upton, by 
Rev. Robt. C. Mills, D. D. ; of John Lewis Russell and 
John C. Lee, by Rev. Ed. B. Willson ; of Benjamin 
Peirce, by Robert S. Rantoul ; of Gen. John Glover, by 
Win. P. Upham ; of Benjamin F. Browne and of James 
Kimball. 

Also genealogies of the Goulds, Chipmans, Brownes, 
Popes, Fiskes, Ropeses, Hutchinsons, Becketts, Higgin- 
sons, Webbs, Gedneys, Clarks, Silsbees, Fabenses and 
other families. 

In the 3'ear 1881 the Institute exchanged publications 
with twenty-three societies in Germany, four in France, 
five in Switzerland, four in Austria, two in Denmark, two 
in Sweden, two in Italy, two in Belgium, eleven in Great 
Britain (besides receiving the Government Surveys of 
India and the United Kingdom), and with thirt} r -two 
Miscellaneous, sixteen Scientific and twent} T -five Histor- 
ical Societies in America. ' 

Art Exhibitions. 

In February, 1875, the proposal of the Misses Mary E. 
and Abby O. Williams of Salem to deposit, temporarily, 
their valuable collection of paintings, many of which were 
copied by them from acknowledged masters during a resi- 
dence of several years in Rome, was gratefully accepted. 

The collection was received on Thursday, Mch. 4, 
and it had been found expedient, with so fine a basis, to 
arrange an art exhibition, and to solicit other contribu- 
tions. The exhibition was opened Thursday, Mch. 
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11, and continued to Friday evening, Meh. 19. From 
the day that notice was given, pictures of all kinds 
were sent in with the greatest liberality, and some three 
or four hundred were hung upon the walls of the exhibi- 
tion room. 

The second exhibition opened on Tuesdaj', Nov. 9, 
1875 and closed Wednesday the 17th. The eastern ante- 
room was occupied with a display of bronzes, porcelain 
and pottery ; this was the first ceramic exhibition in 
Salem. 

Encouraged by this success exhibitions have been held 
in June, 1879, in April, 1880, and in May, 1881, under the 
direction of the curator of art. The collections in these 
three exhibitions have been confined with one or two ex- 
ceptions to the works of Essex County artists. 



Manuscripts. 

Tbe Collection of Manuscripts is large and valuable, 
consisting of original charters, commissions, account 
books, records and papers of extinct local organizations, 
such as old Stage and Insurance Companies, orderly 
books in our several wars, court papers, correspondence, 
journals, almanacs with written notes, etc., etc. 

The day books of Dr. E. A, Holyoke contain an accu- 
rate account of his professional practice ; they com- 
prise one hundred and twentj'-tliree volumes of ninety 
pages each. The first entry was July 6, 1749, the last 
Feb. 16, 1829, 
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Membership. 

The members of the Institute number about three 
hundred and forty. Membership is secured by election 
and the payment of an annual assessment of three dol- 
lars, and this entitles the member to admittance to all 
Horticultural, Antiquarian and Art Shows during the 
3 T ear, to the use of the books of the library to the extent 
of four volumes at a time, and to consultation, free of 
cost, of the books of the Salem Athenaeum, whose share- 
holders enjoy the reciprocal right of consulting the books 
of the Essex Institute. Life membership of the Institute 
is obtained by paying at one time the sum of thirty 
dollars. 

Officers of the Essex Institute. 

Presidents : 

Daniel Appleton White, 1 848-6 1 . 

Asahel Huntington, 1861-65. 

Francis Peabody, 1865-67, 

Henry Wheatland, 1868- 

Secretaries ; 

Henry Wheatland, 1848-68. 

Amos Howe Johnson, 1868-70. 

John Robinson, 1870-71. 

Amos Howe Johnson, 1871-73. 

John Robinson, 1873-75. 

George M. Whipple, 1875- 
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ESSEX AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 

Several gentlemen met at Topsfield on Monday, Feb. 
16, 1818, Ichabod Tucker and Daniel Cummins, both of 
Salem, being moderator and secretary, and organized the 
Essex Agricultural Societj" ; Col. Timotlry Pickering was 
elected the first President and continued in this office for 
ten successive years. Incorporated June 12, 1818, its 
first exhibition was held at Topsfield, Oct. 5, 1820. 
These have been continued annually either in the month 
of September or October, in several towns of the count}', 
usually twice successively in the same place. This Society 
was the first in the state to publish an annual report of 
its doings which has been continued about sixty years ; 
these Reports contain much information of value to the 
agriculturist. 

A Library was commenced in the autumn of 1849 by 
the purchase of the library of the late lamented Rev. 
Henry Colman, numbering five hundred and eighteen 
volumes. These were first deposited in the city Hall, 
Salem, the city clerk, Joseph Clou tm an, acting as Li- 
brarian. In 1853 the library was removed to the Court 
House, and in December, 1862, to Plummer Hall. The 
books circulate among members only. Dr. George B. 
Loring's address, September 30, 1868, contains a full 
account of the Society, whose officers for 1881-2 are : 

Benjamin P. Ware, of Marblehead, President; George 
B. Loring of Salem, J. J. II. Gregory of Marblehead, 
Thomas C. Thurlow of West Newbury, James P. King of 
Peabody, Vice-Presidents ; Charles P. Preston of Dan- 
vers, Secretary; Gilbert L. Streeter of Salem, Treasurer. 



i 
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ESSEX SO. DISTR, MEDICAL SOCIETY, 

This is one of the oldest of the District Societies that 
form the Massachusetts Medical Society. It was organ- 
ized Nov. 4, 1805, by ten physicians, who met at the Sim 
Tavern, in Salem ; Dr. Edward Augustus Holyoke, Presi- 
dent, and Dr. John Dexter Tread well, Secretaiy. It 
consists of those members of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society who reside in Lynn, Swampscott, Nahant, Saugus, 
Lynnfield, Marblehead, Salem, Peabody, Danvers, Middle- 
ton, Beverly, Wenham, Topsfield, Ipswich, Hamilton, 
Essex, Manchester, Rock port and Gloucester. 

Its meetings are held every six weeks, either in Plum- 
mer Hall, Salem, or City Hall, Lynn, except occasionally 
during the summer in other towns within the district. 

The Library which was established by a vote of the So- 
ciety at its first meeting, contains about twenty-four 
hundred volumes. The books from the libraries of the 
late Drs. E. A. Holyoke, Abel L. Peirson, and Samuel 
Johnson compose a large portion and are a very valuable 
addition. The circulation is limited to members of the 
Society. 

Officers elected May, 1882. 

President, Dr. Joseph G. Pinkham of Lynn ; Vice- 
President, Dr. Arthur Kemble of Salem ; Secretary, Dr. 
Thomas Kittredge of Salem ; Treasurer, Dr. David Coggin 
of Salem ; Librarian, Dr. George Z. Goodell, of Salem. 



) 
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Aggregate Number of Bound Volumes June, 1881, 

in Plummer Hall. 

Essex South District Medical Society, [1805] 2,400 

Salem Athenaeum, [1810] 19,500 

Essex Agricultural Society, [1818] 1,000 

Essex Institute, [1848] 36,000 



Total volumes, 58,900 



Libraries in Massachusetts containing, in 1876, 
more than thirty thousand volumes. 

Harvard College Library, [1638] 227,650 

Andover Theological Seminary, [1807] 34,000 

Boston Athenaeum, [1807] 105,000 
American Antiquarian Soc. at Worcester, [1812] 60,497 

Amherst College, [1821] 38,533 

State Library at Boston, [1826] 37,000 

Boston Public Library, [1852] 299,869 

New Bedford Public Library, [1853] 31,000 

Springfield City Library Association, [1857] 36,790 

Worcester Public Library, [1859] 34,609 
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LIST OF PAINTINGS. 

1. John Endicott, born at Dorchester, England, 1588, came 
to New England in 1628 ; Governor of the colony of Mas- 
sachusetts Bay ; d. at Boston, Mass., Mch. 15, 1665. (See 
memoirs by C. M. Endicott; N. E. Hist. Gen. Reg. vol. 1, 
pp. 201, 335.) 

The pictures of Governor Endicott (Nos. land 66) claim more 
than a passing word, because they are authentic likenesses of 
the earliest of the Magnates of Massachusetts Bay whose feat- 
ures have come down to us, — a most conspicuous and central 
figure in New England Politics, Literature and History, — and 
because Salem was his long-time residence and is the place 
where pictures of him would naturally be looked for, by those 
interested in his story. 

The earliest record of a painting of Governor Endicott 
occurs in the diary of John Adams (Life and Works, vol. ii, 
pp. 199-200), where he writes, at the house of his brother-in- 
law, Judge Cranch in Salem, November 4, 1766, in describing 
Deacon Pickering: "The picture of Governor Endicott, &c, 
in the council chamber, is of this sort ; they are puritanical 
faces." 

Writing again at Quincy, April 15, 1817 (Life and Works, vol. 
x, pp. 249-50), he reiterates the statement that there were in 
the "Council Chamber in the old Town House in Boston" (see 
p. 244) "little miserable likenesses of Governor Winthrop, 
Governor Bradstreet, Governor Endicott, and Governor Bel- 
cher, hung up in obscure corners of the room," as late as 1770. 

March 29, 1774, writing at Treadwell's Tavern in Ipswich, Mr. 
Adams says (Life and Works, vol. ii, p. 337) "Rode to Ipswich, 
and put up at the old place, Treadwell's. The old lady has got 
a new copy of her great grandfather, Governor Endicott's pict- 
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ure hung up in the house."* This copy then passed into the 
possession of Dea. Aaron Treadwell, son of the landlord, 
where it was knowu during his boyhood, which was passed in 
Ipswich, to David Pulsifer, of Boston, the well known antiquary. 
It then became the property of John White Treadwell of Salem, 
a grandson of the landlord, and he presented it to the Essex 
Historical Society. It is lettered, in oils, on the back of the 
canvas, 

"Drawn from the Picture of 

Governor Endicot, in y e Council 

Chamber at Boston. 

T (or J) Mitchell pinx." 

and on the inner frame, or stretcher, in ink, by a more modern 
hand, — "D r Paine's." 

2. Mkdallion (Plaster) of Rev. Charles T. Brooks of Newport, 
R. I. A native of Salem, well known for his poetic transla- 
tions from the German. H. C. 1832. Presented to the Essex 
Institute by Henry M. Brooks. 

3. Simon Bradstkkkt, — came to America in 1630. Governor 
of Massachusetts Bay colony. — d. at Salem March 27, 1697. 
Copied on panel from the painting in the Senate Chamber, 
at Boston. Presented to the Essex Hist. Soc. 

4. Rev. Edward Barnard,— b. at Andover June 15, 1720; 
H. C, 1736; ord. 1st. ch., Haverhill, 1743; d. Jauy, 26, 1774. 
Presented to the Essex Inst, by a great grandson, Edward 
Barnard of Tallahassee, Fla. 

5. William Pynciiox, one of the patentees of the colony, as- 
sistant Treasurer, etc.; came over with Winthrop in 1630; 
settled at Springfield in 1636; returned to England and died 



♦In the inventory of the estate of Cipt. Nr.thaniel Treadwell, the Ipswich 
Landlord, dated May 10, 1777, is appraised. " The Efligies of Governor 
Endicott, £4 4." His relict, Hannah, great granddaughter of Governor 
Endicott, died in 1792, and the inventory of her estate, tiled Dec. 4, mentions 
"Uovernour Endicot's Effigies." 



1 
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Oct. 1662. Styled the founder of Springfield. (See Heraldic 
Journal ii, 49.) Presented in 1829 to Essex Hist. Soc. by 
Mrs. Josh. Ward and Mrs. Wm. Turner, daughters of Dr. 
E. A. Holyoke. Lettered, " Guil. Pynchon, Army*. Effiyies. 
Delin. Anno Dom. 1657. JEtat. 67." 

6. Thomas Cushing, b. at Boston 24 Mch. 1725 ; H. C. 1744. 
An active leader in the Revolution ; Lieut. Gov. of Massa- 
chusetts, from 1780 to his death, Feb. 28, 1788. Presented 
to the Essex Hist. Soc. 

7. Mrs. Deborah Clarke, wife of Francis Clarke of Salem, 
and maternal grandmother of Lord Bryan Fairfax to whom 
Gen. Washington bequeathed his bible. (See Hist. Coll. Es- 
sex lust, xvi, p. 270.) Restored and lined by J. Howorth in 
1855. Bequeathed to the Essex Inst, by a descendant, 
Mary C. Anderson of Salem. 

8. Rev. John Rogers, son of John Rogers, president of Har- 
vard College, b. July 7, 1666; H. C 1684; minister of 1st 
ch. Ipswich; d. Dec. 18, 1745. Presented to Essex Hist. 
Soc. by Natlil. Leverett Rogers. Lettered "Smibert fecit. 
JEtatis Sum 66." 

9. Rev. Andrew Le Mercier, Pastor of the French Protes- 
tant Church at Boston, from 1715. d. 31 Mch. 1763, set. 71. 
Essex Hist. Soc. Evangline's Pastor. Lettered — "iw 
Christo — vita est — moriar Mercerus — in Mo — " 

10. Elizabeth (Browne) Holyoke, daughter of Capt. John 
Browne of Marblehead, and granddaughter of Col. John 
Legge, and wife of Rev. Edward Holyoke of Marblehead, 
Afterward Pres. of Harv. Coll. She died, 15 Aug. 1719. 
Presented to Essex Hist. Soc. in 1829 by Mrs. Joshua Ward 
and Mrs. Wm. Turner. 

11. Margaret (Mitchell) Sewall, dau. of Rev. Jonathan and 
Margaret (Boradel) Mitchell of Cambridge and wife of Ste- 
phen Sewall (No. 12), died 30 Jan. 1735-6. Essex Hist. 
Soc. 
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12. Major Stephen Sewall, b. in England 19 Aug. 1657. Re- 
sided in Salem where he was Register of Deeds for Essex 
Co.; d. Oct. 17, 1725. (See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst., vol. iii, 
p. 1.) Essex Hist. Soc. 

13. Rev. John Higginson, b. at Claybrook, Eng., Aug. 6, 1616; 
minister of 1st. ch. Salem, 1659-1708; d. Dec. 9, 1708. 
(See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst. vol. v, p. 34.) Essex Hist. Soc. 

Lettered "jElatis Suce — [. .] Anno Domini 1677 

by Henry Sargent, 1800." 

14. View of Washington Street, Salem, looking north from 
Essex Street, showing the old court house, removed in 1839. 
Painted on panel about 1826 by George W. Felt. Presented 
to the Essex Institute by Hon. Chas. W. Upham, 1863. 

15. Rev. Manasseii Cutler, b. in Killingly, Conn., May 3, 1742; 
Yale C. 1765; minister of Hamlet Parish, Ipswich, now 
Hamilton, 1771 to 1823; d. July 28, 1823. (See Hist. Coll. 
Essex Inst. vol. iv, p. 271.) Painted by Lakeman; given to 
the Essex Institute by a grandson, Fitch Poole, Esq., 1863. 

16. Joshua Fisher, Physician in Beverly, b. at Dedham, May 
1749; II. C. 1766; d. March 15, 1833. (See Hist. Coll. Essex 
Inst. vol. iv, p. 274, and vol. xv, p. 299.) Essex So. District 
Medical Soc. 

17. St. Peter's Church, Salem, corner of St. Peter and Browne 
Streets, built in 1735, torn down in 1835, to erect on its site 
the present stone edifice. Presented by Stanley Waters to 
the Essex Inst. 1869. 

18. Timothy Fitch (see No. 24), a distinguished merchant of 
Boston, d. Sept. 8, 1790, set. 65. Painted 1760-67, by 
John Singleton Copley, and bequeathed to the Essex Inst, 
by Caroline R. Derby. (See Perkins's Life and Paintings of 
Copley, p. 55.) 

19. Edward Augustus Holyoke, Physician in Salem, b. at 
Marblehead Aug., 1728; H. C. 1746; d. at Salem Mch. 31, 
1829. (No. 58.) (See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst. vol. xv, p. 284.) 
Painted by Charles Osgood. Essex So. District Medical Soc. 
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20. Rev. William Bkntley, b. in Boston June 22, 1759 ; H. C. 
1777. Minister of East Parish, Salem, 1783-1819; d. Dec. 
29, 1819. Peabody Academy of Science, from Miss C. Good- 
ridge. 

21. William Orne, b. Feb. 4, 1752; a wealthy and prominent 
merchant of Salem, d. Oct. 14, 1815. Bequeathed to the 
Essex Inst, by Hon. D. A. White. 

22. Launch op the Ship "Fame" of 362 tons, built by Retire 
Beckett for George Crowninshield and Sons in 1802. 
Painted by George Ropes. Presented, in 1862, by Hon. Nath'i 
Silsbee, to the Essex lust. 

23. View of Washington Street, north from Essex, painted 
about 1830, by Wm. Luscomb. Presented, by Dr. Benj. F. 
Browne to the Essex Inst. 

24. Mrs. Eunice (Browne) Frrcn (see No. 18), dau. of Col. 
Benjamin and Eunice (Turner) Browne of Salem, b. Sept. 
13, 1731 ; m. 1760, Timothy Fitch ; d. June 27, 1799. Painted 
by Copley between 1760 and 1767, and bequeathed to the 
Essex Inst, by Caroline R. Derby. (See Perkins's Life and 
Paintings of John Singleton Copley, R. A., p. 55.) 

25. Timothy Pickering, of Salem, b. July 6, 1745; H. C. 1763; 
d. 29 Jan'y 1829 ; a member of Washington's Military fam- 
ily in the Revolution and of his cabinet during his Presi- 
dency. (See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst. vol. xv, p. 284.) 
Painted by N. Lakeman, Salem, Aug. 1826. Presented by 
John G. Felt to the Essex Inst. 

26. Mrs. Priscilla (Webb) Ropes, dau. of Jonathan and Elisa- 
beth (Saunders) Webb, wife of David Ropes. (See No. 27.) 
Presented to the Essex Inst, by Michael W. Shepard. 

27. David Ropes, bapt. April 14, 1739 ; m. 1760, Priscilla Webb 
(see No. 26) ; d. Dec. 20, 1793. See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst, 
vol. vii, p. 162. Presented to the Essex Inst, by Michael 
W. Shepard. 

5 
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28. Richard Darby, an eminent and enterprising merchant of 
Salem, b. Sept. 16, 1712; d. Nov. 9, 1783. Copy by Geo. 
Southward, unfinished. (See Hist. Coll. Essex Institute, vol. 
iii,p. 161.) 

29. Ezekikl Hkrset Derby, of Salem (grandson of No. 28, see 
also No. 86). In early life engaged in mercantile pursuits; 
afterwards an active and conspicuous agriculturist; b. 
Nov 1, 1772; H. C. 1791; d. Oct. 31, 1852. Painted by 
Charles Osgood. Bequeathed to the Essex Inst, by Caroline 
li. Derby. (See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst., vol. iii, p. 287.) 

30. Rev. and Hon. Charles Wentworth Upham, b. May 4, 1802, 
at St. John's, N. B. ; H. C. 1821 ; d. at Salem June 15, 1875. 
Minister of First Church, Salem, 1824-44; 7th mayor of 
Salem; Pres. Mass. Senate; Rep. U. S. Cong., etc. (See 
Hist. Coll. Essex Inst., vol. xv, p. 290.) Copied, by Miss E. 
B. Gardner, from a painting by Chas. Osgood, and be- 
queathed to the Essex Inst, by Miss Mary Ropes Waldo. 

31. Rev. John Prince, b. at Boston July 22, 1751; H. C. 1776; 
Pastor of 1st ch. Salem, 1779-1836; d. June 7, 1836. (See 
Hist. Coll. Essex Inst., vol. iv, p. 272 and vol. xv, p. 296). 

32. Rt. Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, b. at Sirasbury, 
Conn., Ap. 22, 1766; d. at Boston Feb. 15, 1843. Bishop of 
Eastern division of P. Epis. ch. of U. S. ; for several years 
officiated as Rector of the St. Peter's ch., Salem. Deposited 
by Mrs. Moses G. Farmer with the Essex Inst. 

33. Alfred Poore, a genealogist and member of the Essex In- 
stitute. 

34. William Bentley (see No. 20). Painted on panel from life 
by James Frothinghara. Presented to the Essex Hist. Soc, 
1832, by Hon. Benj. W. Crowninshield. 

35. Dr. Andrew Nichols, 1st President of the Essex Co. Nat. 
Hist. Soc, b. in Danvurs, Nov. 22, 1785; d. March 30, 1853. 
Physician in South Dauvers. (See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst, 
vol. iii, p. 31). Painted by Sarah Nichols, now Mrs. Eben 
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G. Berry. Presented by his widow Mrs. Mary H. Nichols to 
the Essex Inst., Feb. 6, 1865. (See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst, 
vol. xv, p. 299.) 

36. Hannah Browne (Fitch) Derby, dau. of Timothy and 
- Eunice (Browne) Fitch (see Nos. 18 and 24) ; b. 14 May, 

1777 ; m. Sept. 18, 1794, Ezekiel Hersey Derby (see No. 29) ; 
d. Feb. 7, 1862. Painted by Chas. Osgood. Bequeathed to 
the Essex Inst, by Miss Caroline R. Derby. 

37. Jonathan Goodiiuk, b. in Salem June 21, 1783; merchant 
in New York; d. Nov. 24, 1848. Gift to Essex Inst, from 
Mrs. Frances Goodhue Depeyster, of New York. 

38. David Roberts, 13th mayor of Salem, b. April 5, 1804; H. 
C. 1824; d. Men. 19, 1879. Painted by Geo. Southward. 
Gift to the Essex Inst, by Hon. D. Roberts. 

39. Crowninshield's (now Phillips') Wharf, Salem, showing 
the vessels owned by George Crowninshield and Sons, dur- 
ing the embargo. Painted by George Ropes, and presented, 
1862, to the Essex Inst, by Hon. Nathl. Silsbee. 

40. Capt. John Cannes, son of John and Hannah (Peele) 
Carnes, b. in Salem, 1755 ; d. at the Cape of Good Hope, Dec. 
12, 1796. A well known commander for Richard Derby in 
the East India Trade, and, Sept. 12, 1782, m. his dau. Lydia 
Derby. Presented by William P. Goodhue to the Essex 
Inst. 

41. Columbus and the Egg, after Hogarth, copied from a paint- 
ing of CornS by Benjamin West. Given to the Essex Inst, 
by James Emerton. 

42 & 43. Marriage of Venice to the Adriatic, companion 
pictures, after Canaletti. The one represents the departure, 
the other the return, of the Doge on this beautiful pageant. 
Presented to the Essex Inst, by Luther Upton, April 18, 
1854. 

44. Mount Moosilauk, in Warren, N. H. Painted by J. W. 
Thyng. Gift to the Essex Inst. 
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45. Emperor Paul I of Russia, b. Oct. 12, 1754 ; d. Mch. 23, 
1801. Ascended the throne on the death of his mother 
(Catherine) Nov. 17, 1796. Painted in Russia. Essex 
Hist. Soc. from Col. Francis Peabody. 

46. "The War Summons" representing an incident in the Wars 
of the Roses. Painted by George Leslie, R. A., of London 
(son of the late Charles Robert Leslie, R. A.), and sent to 
Salem by him as a tribute to the genius of Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne, through the hands of Wm. D. Morgan, Esq., of New 
York, April 25, 18G7. Essex Institute. 

47. Dutch Painting : Interior, a valuable old picture found in 
an attic in Salem and presented by Hon. James Kimball to 
the Essex Inst, in 1879. 

48. Trial of George Jacobs of Salem, who was executed dur- 
ing the witchcraft delusion, Aug. 19, 1692. Essex Inst, from 
Ripley and Charles A. Ropes, Feb. 24, 1859. Artist, Matti- 
son. 

49. Columbus Sighting America. Painted by Mrs. Hyatt and 
presented, in 1872, to the Essex Inst., by Alpheus Hyatt. 

50. Gamr Pikck, by M. Vervoort of Antwerp, 1826. E. I. M. Soc. 

51. Scene from Shakespeare's "King Henry viii", act. 3, scene 
1. A room in the queen's apartments. Queen Catherine and 
some of her women at work. Cardinals Wolsey aud Cam- 
peius. Painted by Mrs. Hyatt after Rev. Win. Peters, and 
presented to the Essex Institute by Prof. Alpheus Hyatt. 

52. Alexander Hamilton, b. in Nevis, one of the W. I. Islands, 
Jan'y 11, 1757; d. July 12, 1804, at Hoboken. First secre- 
tary of U. S. Treasury. Painted by Trumbull. Essex Hist. 
Soc. 

53. William Henry Harrison, b. in Berkeley, Charles Co., 
Va.,Feb. 9, 1773; d. at Washington, D.C., Apr. 4, 1841. Ninth 
Pres. U. S. A. Painted, 1840, by Abel Nichols; presented to 
the Essex Institute, I860, by Hon. Stephen H. Phillips. 
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54. John Quincy Adams, b. at Braintree, Mass., July 11, 1767; 
H.C. 1787; d. at Washington, D.C., Feb. 23, 1848. SixthPres. 
U. S. A. From Chas. A. Andrew, March 5, 1854, to E. I. M. S. 

55. Augustine Forrestier, b. at the Isle of France, educated 
in this country, a student at Phillips Academy, Andover, 
from July 28, 1799, to December, 1803; returned to India 
and was for many years a merchant in Batavia in the house of 
Paine, Strieker, & Co. ; d. " about 1845 to 1847." Presented 
to the Essex Institute by Miss Sarah Ellen Derby. 

56. Ichabod Tucker, b. at Leicester, Mass., April 17,1765; 
H. C. 1791; a lawyer in Haverhill, afterwards removed to 
Salem: for many years clerk of the Courts for Essex. 
Pres. Essex Historical Society 1835-7 ; d. at Salem, Oct. 22, 
1846. See Hist. Coll. Essex Institute, iv, p. 280 and xv, p. 292. 
Essex Institute, 1860, from Mrs. Nancy Davis Cole. 

57. Hon. Joskfh Story, b. in Murblehead Sept. 18, 1779; H. C. 
1798; commenced the practice of law at Salem, removed 
to Cambridge in 1830 to accept the Dane Prof, of Law. 
Justice U. S. Sup. Ct. from 1811-45. Vice Pres. Essex Hist. 
Soc'y; d. Sept. 10, 1845. See Hist. Coll. Essex lust, xv, 
p. 283. Painted by Chas. Osgood. Essex Hist. Soc. 

58. Dr. Edward Augustus Holyoke, LL. D. (See No. 19.) 
This portrait was painted by James Frothingham, in 1823. 
Presented by subscription to the Essex Hist. Soc, 1823. 

59. Hon. Benjamin Pickman, b. Sept. 30, 1763; H. C. 1784; 
merchant in Salem, Rep. U. S. Cong., etc. Pres. Essex 
Hist. Soc. 1829-35; d. Aug. 16, 1843. See Hist. Coll. Essex 
Inst, xv, p. 286. Essex Hist. Soc. from Hon. Benj. Pickman. 

60. Hon. Daniel Appleton White, b. at Methuen June 7, 1776 ; 
H. C. 1797; judge of Probate for Essex 1815-53; Pres. Es- 
sex Hist. Soc. 1837-48 ; Pres. Essex Inst. 1848-61 ; d. Mar. 
30, 1861. See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst, vi, p. 1: xv, p. 287. 
Painted by Chester Harding. Bequeathed to the Essex Ins- 
titute by Hon. D. A. White. 
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61. Lkverktt Saltonstall, b. at Haverhill June 13, 1783; 
H. C. 1802 ; counsellor-at-law, Salem ; first Mayor of Salem ; 
Rep. in Cong.; Vice Pres. Essex Hist. Soc; d. at Salem, 
May 8, 1845. See Hist. Coll. xv, 289. Painted by Chas. 
Osgood, copy by G. Southward. Essex Institute from Mrs. 
Mary E. Saltonstall. 

62. Stkpiikn Clarendon Phillips, b. at Salem, Nov. 4, 1801; 
H. C. 1819; second mayor of Salem, 1838-42; d. June 
26, 1857. See Hist. Coll. Essex Inst., xv, 288. Painted 
by Geo. Southward. Presented by Hou. Willard Peele 
Phillips to the Essex Institute. 

63. Zaciiary Taylor, b. in Orange Co., Va., Nov. 24, 1784; d. at 

Washington, D. C , July 9, 1850; 12th Pres. U.S. A. Painted 
by Francis Alexander, 1848. From Hon. Henry L. Williams. 
Essex Institute. 

64. Daniel Webster, b. at Salisbury, N. H., Jail. 18, 1782; gr. 
Dart. Coll. 1801; d. at Marsh field, Mass., Oct. 24, 1852; 
Senator, U. S. Secy. State ; copied by Jane Stuart from a 
painting by her father Gilbert Stuart; given, in 1877, to the 
Essex Institute by Mrs. J. Mason Warren of Boston. 

65. Nathan Dane, b. at Ipswich, Dec. 29, 1752; H. C. 
1778; counsellor-at-law in Beverly. Author of "Dane's 
Abridgment" and the "Ordinance of 1787." Delegate in 
Congress 1785-6-7; a distinguished jurist; d. at Beverly 
Feb. 15, 1835. Copied in 1876 by Mrs. David of Cambridge, 
from a portrait in Dane Hall, Cambridge. See Hist. Coll. 
Essex lust, xv, p. 291. Given by subscription to the Essex 
Institute. 

66. John Endicott, Gov. Mass. Bay Colony for the years 
1628-9-30-44-49-51-55 until his death in '65. (See ante No. 1.) 

This picture, painted on panel, is a good copy, by James 
Frothingham who painted here, 1820-30, of a portrait then in 
the possession of the donor, Capt. Samuel Endicott of Salem, 
and now in that of his son, Wm. P. Endicott, Esq. The copy 
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(No. 66) was given by Capt. Samuel Endicott (died April 30, 
1828), to the East India Marine Society, by which it is deposited 
with the historical collections of the Peabody Academy, in 
Plummer Hall. 

The original, from which it is copied, is thought to have been 
painted from life, during the year before the Governor's death, 
which occurred, March 15, 1665. This is a strong picture, and, 
though by no means the work of a master, bears marks of be- 
ing a likeness. It is thought not to have been, at any time, out 
of the possession of the Endicott family, whose traditions are 
uninterrupted. They believe it to be the only likeness of the 
Governor, now in existence, painted from his face. 

Dr. Bentley writes in his "day book" in 1796, an account of 
a visit he made to the "Orchard Farm" in company with an 
"Italian Painter" for the purpose of securing a copy of the "orig- 
inal painting of the Gov." He says : " The family picture, three- 
quarters length, was in the family apartment & nearly defaced." 
It was delicately retouched in 1843, by Chas. Osgood. 

67. Sir William Pkppkrkll, b. at Kittery Point, Me., June 27, 
1696 ; d. there July 6, 1759. A successful merchant in early 
life. He commanded the expedition which captured Louis- 
burg, June 16, 1745, and was made a Baronet of England 
for that service. His arms are carved at the top of the 
frame, with the mottoes " Virtuteparta tuemini" underneath, 
and " Peperi" above the crest. From the Pepperell Mansion 
at Kittery. Presented by Geo. A. Ward to the Essex Hist. 
Soc. 

68. John Levkrktt, b. in England, 1616. Capt. in Parliamen- 
tary Army, 1644-5; knighted by Chas. II. Gov. Mass. Bay, 
1673-79; a popular magistrate; d. in office, Mar. 16, 1679. 
Presented by John White Treadwell to the Essex Hist. Soc, 
Sep. 6, 1821. Col. Leverett Saltonstall, of Newton, had it 
relined and restored in 1865. Appraised in an inventory, 
Jan'y 28, 1815, at 92, with a bell-metal skillet at $4 and a 
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brass kettle at #10. Mary Leverett Rogers, dau. of John 
Leverett, F. R. S. (grandson of Gov. L. aud Prest. H. C.) 
and wife of Rev. Nath'l Rogers, was the mother of the first 
wife of Jacob Tread well of Ipswich, the donor's father. 

69. Death of Abel, from Antwerp. George Peabody, donor. 
(B. I. Marine Soc.) 

70. Capt. James Cook, F. R. S.,b. Nov. 3, 1728, d. Feb 14, 1772. 
Copied at Salem in 1803 by M. Cornfe. E. I. Marine Soc., 
from Thomas W. Ward. 

71. Susannah and the Elders, by Delano. Ichabod Tucker, 
donor. (E. I. Marine Soc.) 

72. The Nativity. (E. I. Marine Soc.) 

73. Lord Nelson. (E. I. Marine Soc.) 

74. Columbus and the Egg. Copied by Corne" from a paint- 
ing by Hogarth, 1805. (See No. 41.) 

75. The Temples of Apollo and of Fortune, near Athens. 
Painted after Claude Lorraine, by Theodore Fisher at Salem, 
1813, and presented by Benj. Merrill to the E. I. Marine Soc. 

76. The Last Judgment. Painted by an artist in South America. 
James W. Chever, donor. (E. I. Marine Soc.) 

77. A view of Gibraltar. Horatio Sprague, donor. (E. I. Ma- 
rine Soc.) 

78. Painting (on oak panels) of the fifteenth century, repre- 
senting the adoration of the Magi, by van Wyck, from Ant- 
werp. Capt. Stephen Wilkins, donor. (E. I. Marine Soc.) 

79. Apotheosis of Washington. A rare print. (E. I. Marine 
Soc.) 

80. Oliver Cromwell. 

This picture, in its present frame, was presented to the 
Essex Hist. Soc. in 1821 by David Pulsifer and Geo. A. 
Ward, who procured it at Ipswich, from Miss Mollie Foster. 
She had it from her mother. The latter received it when a 
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little girl as a gift from an old lady who knew a gentleman 
who had seen Cromwell. The gentleman said it was a good 
likeness. 

81. The Laocoon Group. This is a good cast, in plaster, of one 
of the most magnificent and famous of the antique statues 
preserved to us. The original was dug up, in 1506, among 
the ruins of the Palace of Titus at Rome, and deposited by 
Pope Julius II, in the Vatican, where it now occupies a 
most conspicuous place. It is described by Pliny and at- 
tributed by him to three sculptors of Rhodes. The fable 
which it represents is related in Virgil. Laocoon, a hero of 
Troy, is offering sacrifice to Neptune when his two sons, 
standing by his side, are attacked by two monstrous ser- 
pents. They issue from the sea and are sent as instruments 
of the vengeance of Minerva. The father turns to aid his 
sons and, being involved together in the fatal coil, they all 
perish at the altar. East India Marine Soc, from William 
Osborn, of New York City. 
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HISTORICAL RELICS AND CURIOSITIES. 



Plummer Hall contains, besides the works of art here cata- 
logued, a very considerable collection of busts of men of local 
or general reputation; many rare and choice engravings and 
prints; a most interesting accumulation of old maps and sea- 
charts ; large and well arranged collections of coins and medals ; 
a series of very valuable autographs ; and in the eastern ante- 
room on the first floor, the best existing collection of relics 
and curiosities illustrative of the history, characteristics, arts 
and industries of Essex County. These last are thoroughly 
labelled, so that a catalogue of them is not indespensable ; 
but if the present publication shall meet with a favorable re- 
ception, and should sufficient room be hereafter secured for a 
proper exhibit of the various manuscripts and other collections, 
it is the purpose of the compilers of this handbook to complete 
the careful enumeration of the objects of interest in Plummer 
Hall, in order that visitors may feel sure of omitting nothing 
which they would wish to have inspected, and that they may 
take away with them a compeudious record of what they have 
examined with interest. 
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